One Nation Under God: What the Bible Says
About Faith, Freedom, and Responsibility

As America marks 250 years as a nation, it is worth pausing to ask a deeper question: what does it
actually mean to be "one nation under God"? This is not just a phrase on a coin or in a pledge. Itis a
calling, and it carries real weight for every Christian living in this country today.

What Does "One Nation Under God" Actually Mean?

The phrase breaks down into two simple but powerful ideas. "One nation" speaks to unity. "Under
God" speaks to obedience. Both are things our country was designed to reflect, even if we fall short of
them today.

The foundation for this comes from a familiar verse in Proverbs: "Righteousness exalts a nation, but
sin is a disgrace to any people." - Proverbs 14:34

That verse is not just a nice saying. It is a principle that applies to individuals, families, churches, and
entire nations.

Did God Have a Hand in Founding America?

Many of the men who shaped this country were not shy about their faith. Their own words make that
clear.

James Madison, often called the Father of the Constitution and the fourth president, said: "The future
and success of America is not in this Constitution, but in the laws of God upon which the Constitution
is founded."

John Adams, the second president, wrote: "Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious
people. It is wholly inadequate to a government of any other."

Patrick Henry put it even more directly: "It cannot be emphasized too strongly or too often that this
great nation was founded not by religionists, but by Christians. Not on religions, but based on the
gospel of Jesus Christ."

These were not casual statements. These men understood that the document they were building
needed a foundation stronger than politics. They built it on biblical principles.

Freedom of Religion vs. Freedom From Religion

One of the most important distinctions to understand is the difference between freedom of religion
and freedom from religion. The founders fled a country where the government controlled the church.
They did not want to eliminate faith from public life. They wanted to protect it.
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The goal was never to push Christians into a corner and tell them to stay quiet once they leave the
building. The calling of the church has always been to go out, make disciples, and impact the world
with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

What Causes a Nation to Erode?

Erosion does not happen all at once. It is gradual. Water cuts a groove over time, and before long,
what was solid ground becomes a washed-out path.

The same thing happens spiritually. When a nation slowly stops putting God first, it starts putting
itself first. Selfishness replaces generosity. Division replaces unity. A nation of givers becomes a
nation of takers.

The answer to erosion on a farm is a cover crop with deep roots. Those roots hold the soil in place. In
the same way, when our roots go deep into God's Word, it stops the spiritual erosion that tries to
wash away our faith and our foundation.

Who Is Really Behind the Division?

It is easy to point fingers at political parties or ideologies. But the real source of division runs deeper.
Second Corinthians 4:4 says: "In whose case the God of this world has blinded the minds of the
unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image
of God." - 2 Corinthians 4:4

Satan is the author of division. As long as people remain divided, they cannot be united. His strategy
is to keep people focused on their problems instead of the bigger picture. That is why prayer matters.
Blind eyes need to be opened, just as they were for each of us before we came to faith.

Freedom in Christ Is Not Freedom to Do Whatever You
Want

True freedom is not the absence of boundaries. Speed limits exist for safety. Fences mark property
lines. Guardrails keep cars on the road. Boundaries are not the enemy of freedom. They are what
make freedom sustainable.

The same is true in the Christian life. Jesus came to set the captives free, but He did not set us free
so we could do whatever we please. He set us free so we could do what we should. First Corinthians
6:19-20 says it plainly: "Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,
whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in your body." - 1 Corinthians 6:19-20

We belong to God. That is not a burden. It is the greatest freedom there is.
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The Bible as a Cornerstone

A cornerstone is the first stone laid in a building. Every wall is measured from it. If it is square and
true, the building stands. If it is off, everything built from it will eventually fall.

The Bible needs to be the cornerstone of our lives, our families, and our nation. The Constitution has
helped keep this country standing for 250 years, but it was always meant to be read through the lens
of Scripture. When it is interpreted apart from that foundation, the walls start to lean.

Christians Are Called to Be Christians First, Americans
Second

With great opportunity comes great responsibility. Living in a free nation is a blessing, but it is not a
license to be passive. Christians are called to pray for their leaders, to vote with a conscience shaped
by Scripture, to pursue unity without compromising truth, and to keep sharing the gospel.

The prayer from Second Chronicles still applies: if God's people humble themselves and pray, He will
hear from heaven and heal their land. That promise has not expired.

We may not be able to legislate morality. Laws cannot change a heart. Only the Holy Spirit can do
that. But when enough hearts are changed, the culture begins to shift. That is why the church's first
job is not political. It is evangelism.

Life Application

This week, take one concrete step to deepen your roots. That might mean spending more time in
Scripture, praying specifically for a leader you disagree with, or having a respectful conversation with
someone who sees things differently than you do. Unity does not require agreement on everything. It
requires a shared commitment to something greater than ourselves.

Ask yourself these questions as you go into the week:

« Am | putting God first, or am | putting my own opinions and preferences first?

+ Do | pray for my leaders, even the ones | did not vote for?

+ Are my roots deep enough in God's Word to hold when the pressure comes?

« Am | living as a Christian first, or does something else define me more?

« Where in my life have | confused freedom to do what | want with freedom to do what God says is

right?

America's greatest need is not a better policy or a stronger economy. It is revival. And revival starts
with the people of God humbling themselves, praying, and living out the gospel with boldness and
love.
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